
CITY OF BOULDER 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

MEETING DATE: December 5, 2024 

AGENDA TITLE 
Consideration of a motion to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between the 
City of Boulder and the Mountain View Fire Protection District concerning the installation, 

use and management of a firefighting cistern on City of Boulder property. 

PRESENTERS 
Nuria Rivera-Vandermyde, City Manager  

Dan Burke, Director, Open Space and Mountain Parks  

Jeff Haley, Deputy Director, Visitor Experience and Infrastructure 

Ilene Flax, Senior Landscape Architect 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Staff requested Open Space Board of Trustees (OSBT) action, in the form of a recommendation 

to City Council, to execute an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) concerning a firefighting 

cistern located on Open Space & Mountain Parks (OSMP). The Mountain View Fire Protection 

District (MVFPD) provides fire protection and emergency medical services to the area on and 

around the Marshall Mesa Trailhead, and OSMP manages and protects the city's open space and 

mountain parks, including the trailhead, so there is mutual interest in wildfire prevention and 

suppression in the wildland/urban interface area surrounding Eldorado Springs and Marshall. 

MVFPD has additional strategic goals to prevent and suppress private structure and property fires 

in the MVFPD service area and has determined that the cistern that has been located on OSMP 

Property is in disrepair and will not hold firefighting water.  

OSMP has worked with MVFPD to outline terms for MVFPD’s installation, use and maintenance 

of a new firefighting cistern and related activities at the Marshall Mesa Trailhead as a component 

of OSMP’s upcoming trailhead reconfiguration and improvement project.  
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Installation of Cistern.  MVFPD and OSMP will each have the following responsibilities and 

funding obligations with respect to installation of the cistern: 

a. OSMP and MVFPD work collaboratively on the location and access to the new cistern.

b. OSMP will remove the defective cistern while reconfiguring the trailhead property.

c. MVFPD is entirely responsible for the design, engineering and installation of the cistern

and appurtenances and associated costs. This design is included in the site plan and

construction documents for the trailhead renovation.

d. MVFPD is responsible for any right-of-way improvements and permits needed if the

cistern is accessed from the roadway for filling or use.

e. OSMP will provide accommodation for the cistern and appurtenances, as well as access

needed for filling and maintenance in any site plan for the property.

Cistern Access, Operation and Maintenance. MVFPD and OSMP will each have the following 

responsibilities and funding obligations with respect to access, operation and maintenance of the 

cistern: 

a. OSMP will permit MVFPD to access the property to install, maintain, and test the

cistern.

b. All testing, filling, maintenance, repairs and replacement of the cistern shall be the

responsibility of MVFPD.

c. MVFPD will conduct standard maintenance on the cistern, including flushing and

refilling when necessary to ensure the cistern is kept in good working order.

d. MVFPD will coordinate all installation, maintenance and testing of the cistern with

OSMP to the extent possible to minimize any impacts or disruptions to the trailhead or

OSMP Property and shall pay for or repair any damages caused by MVFPD’s use.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND IMPACTS 

• Economic – The cistern design and installation are funded entirely by the MVFPD.

• Environmental – The cistern component of the trailhead supports environmental and

sustainability goals by increasing resilience to climate changes in the form of fire.

• Social – The community is enthusiastic about the installation of a cistern at this location,

as expressed to the County Commissioners during the special use review hearing.

Suggested Motion Language: 

Staff requests council consideration of this matter and action in the form of the following 

motion: 

Motion to approve an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between the City of Boulder and 

the Mountain View Fire Protection District concerning the installation, use and management of 

a firefighting cistern on City of Boulder property. 

Item 3C - Mountain View Fire Protection District IGA Page 2



RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS FROM COUNCIL AGENDA COMMITTEE 

None 

BOARD AND COMMISSION FEEDBACK 

At the November 13, 2024, regular meeting of the Open Space Board of Trustees, the board 

unanimously approved a motion to recommend to City Council to approve an Intergovernmental 

Agreement (IGA) between the City of Boulder and the Mountain View Fire Protection District 

concerning the installation, use and management of a firefighting cistern on City of Boulder 

property. 

PUBLIC FEEDBACK 

None 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Attachment A: Marshall Mesa Trailhead Illustrative Plan showing cistern and cistern

access

• Attachment B: Mountain View Fire Protection District Intergovernmental Agreement
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Exhibit A 

Contractor Insurance 

1. Insurance.

a. Minimum Coverages.  Contractor shall procure and maintain in force during the
term of this Agreement and for the statute of repose, at its own cost, the following
minimum coverages:

i. Workers’ Compensation and Employers’ Liability

a. State of Colorado: Statutory 

ii. Employer’s Liability:

$1,000,000 bodily injury for each accident
$1,000,000 each employee for disease
$1,000,000 disease aggregate

ii. General Liability

A. General Aggregate Limit: $2,000,000 
B. Per Occurrence: $1,000,000 

Coverage provided should be at least as broad as found in Insurance Services 
Office (ISO) Form CG0001 to include all premises and operations. The policy shall 
include coverage for bodily injury, broad form property damage (including 
completed operations), personal injury (including coverage for contractual and 
employee acts), blanket contractual, independent contractors, products, and 
completed operations.  

iii. Automobile Liability Limits - ISO form CA0001 (BAP) or equivalent including
coverage for owned, non-owned and hired autos. 1

A. Bodily Injury & Property Damage
Combined Single Limit: $1,000,000 

iv. Professional Liability (errors and omissions)2

A. Each Claim/Loss: $1,000,000 
B. Aggregate: $2,000,000 

This paragraph is applicable to Contractor and any Subcontractors of any tier that 
is providing any professional services, including but not limited to: design, 
architecture, engineering, testing, surveying, or design/build services, temporary 
engineering, engineered excavations and shoring systems, post-tension supply, 

1 Applicable only if Contractor, its agents, employees, or representatives will be using motor vehicles in Colorado 
while performing the Services. 

2 The City may require that this coverage remain in place for one year after the Services are complete.  
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structured steel, specialized millwork that is performance specified, roofing or 
waterproofing systems, curtainwall, mechanical, fire protection systems, electrical, 
fire alarm systems. 

Contractor and all Subcontractors providing professional services shall provide 
and maintain Professional Liability Insurance coverage. The policy coverage shall 
be effective (retroactively, if applicable) from the date of commencement of all 
professional activities in connection with the Scope of Work. Coverage shall 
include coverage for contractual liability. The Contractors and Subcontractors 
shall maintain for the statute of repose, following completion of the project. Any 
erosion of insurance limits required will be reinstated to the required amounts prior 
to commencing the contracted work and if during the contracted period claims are 
made against the professional’s policy the necessary reduction of available limits 
will be repurchased to the contractually required amounts. 

b. Additional Insurance Requirements.

i. All insurers must be licensed or approved to do business within the State of
Colorado, and unless otherwise specified, all policies must be written on a per
occurrence basis (excepting Professional Liability).

ii. Higher limits or lower limits may be required or accepted by the City. The City
reserves the right to require an Excess/Umbrella Liability policy. If an
Excess/Umbrella Liability policy is required, all coverages and terms required
under the Commercial General Liability, Automobile Liability and Employer’s
Liability must be included. Contractor’s Excess/Umbrella Liability Policy shall
provide liability coverage, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, in
excess of all available underlying coverage before any primary or excess coverage
held by an additional insured.

iii. Where commercially available, Contractor shall name “the City of Boulder, its
elected and appointed officials, directors, officers, employees, agents and
volunteers” as additional insureds as their interest may appear (except for
Workers’ Compensation and Professional Liability).  Additional insured
endorsement should be at least as broad as ISO form CG2010 for General Liability
coverage and similar forms for auto liability.

iv. A Certificate of Insurance evidencing the coverages described here, shall be
submitted prior to commencing services on ACORD Form 25-S. The Certificate
Holder shall be identified as: City of Boulder, P.O. Box 791, Boulder, CO
80306.

v. All policies of insurance shall be written on a primary basis, non- contributory with 
any other insurance coverages and/or self-insurance carried by the City.

vi. A Separation of Insureds Clause must be included in general liability policies.

vii. Contractor shall advise the City in the event any general aggregate or other
aggregate limits are reduced below the required per occurrence limit. At its own
expense, Contractor will reinstate the aggregate limits to comply with the
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minimum requirements and shall furnish to the City a new certificate of insurance 
showing such coverage is in force. 

viii. Contractor’s insurance carrier shall possess a minimum A.M. Best’s Insurance
Guide rating of A- VI.

ix. Contractor, or Contractor’s insurance broker, shall notify the City of any
cancellation or reduction in coverage or limits of any insurance within seven (7)
days of receipt of insurer’s notification to that effect. Contractor shall forthwith
obtain and submit proof of substitute insurance in the event of expiration or
cancellation of coverage.

x. Contractor is responsible for any damage or loss to its own vehicles or equipment.

xi. The City and Contractor shall cooperate with each other in the collection of any
insurance proceeds that may be payable in the event of any loss, including the
execution and delivery of any proof of loss or other actions required to effect
recovery.

xii. Contractor and its insurers shall waive subrogation in favor of Additional
Insured parties (except for Workers’ Compensation and Professional Liability).

xiii. Contractor shall not be relieved of any liability, claims, demands, or other
obligations assumed pursuant to this Agreement by reason of its failure to procure
or maintain insurance in sufficient amounts, durations or types.
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